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_ witness _ 


As this issue goes to press, 
we look forward to the great 
feast of Pentecost, the cele- 
bration of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. In this 
issue, therefore, we are trying 
to present a picture of what our 
response can be. By "Pentecost 
Witness" we mean to remind our- 
selves, and our readers, that 
prayerful response to the lead- 
ings of the Spirit will often 
set us in opposition to the struc- 
tures and notions of the world 
at large. At the same time, 
we wish to recognize the fact 
that this witness can take many 
forms, from the dramatic acts 
of civil disobedience, to the 
quiet but thaoughgoing alteration 
of our ways of living which we 
are always struggling toward in 
in the spirit of hospitality and 
finally to the witness of just 
being who we are, that gay people, 
among others, can open to us. 
May the flameof the Holy Spirit 
light our way more and more to 
following faithfully the good 
and loving God who made us and 
set us free. 


_ Discussions 


Cult and culture are the first 
two points in Peter Maurin's 
program for the Catholic Worker 
movement. Therefore, Mass is 
celebrated every Friday night 
(unless otherwise noted)at the 
Worker house, 713 Indiana(one 
block north of University), at 
8:00 pm. Following the liturgy, 
discussions take place(in Peter's 


hrase, "clarification of thought"). 


11 are welcome. 


June 8 - - Leann- Summer C.W. 
staff-"A Look at 
another Culture-- 
Indonesia" 

June 15- - Bart Pollock-staff 
writer DesMoines 
Catholic Mirror 

"Midwest Bishops 
Land Pastoral" 

June 22- - Donna Henderson- 

visiting C.W. staff- 
"Dietrich Bonhoeffer- 
A Man of Our Times" 


June 22- - Richard Cleaver- 
C W. staff- "Gay 
Pride" 

July 6 - - No Scheduled Mass 


or Meeting. 

July 13- - Jamal Llong-Local 
Black Alliance 
Member-"The Nation- 
al Alliance Against 
Racism and Political 
Oppression" 

July 20- - Frank Cordaro-C.W. 
Staff-"Catholic 
Worker Hospitality- 
From Hostibity to 
Hospitality' 


yia_pacis is published by the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker Community, 
Box 4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306, 


telephone (515)243-0765. Subscrip- 


tions are free upon request. Com- 
munity: Jim Barrett, Benny Bliss, 
Richard Cleaver, Frank Cordaro, 
Pete DeMott, Betty Goodnough, 
Donna Henderson, LeeAnn Irwin. 


ON HOSPITALITY | 


(Peter DeMott is a DesMoines 
based general practioner, 
cosmopolite, and latter day 
paladin whose many works 

have contributed to the en- 
richment of tt quality of life 
in late years. ) 


The provision of food and lod- 
ging, as well as other assurances 
of solidarity, to those arriving 
at the door of the Catholic 
Worker is on third of the task 
which it considers its mission. 
The "corporal works of mercy" 
are performed in a perspective 
which sees Christ as represented 
by the needy. The Gospel is 
explicit on this point: "As 
often as you did it for one of 
my brothers and sisters 
you did it for me." (MT 26:40) 

We have Christ's assurance that 
such good works will not go un- 
rewarded in the next life. In 
this life, too, providing, as 
they do, an escape from egoism 
and a general enhancement of the 
fabric of society, these works 
give proof to adage: "The gift 
is to the giver." And yet, there 
is a danger that in meeting im- 
mediate neak, one might consider 
the problem solved and never 
question the underlying system 
which produced it in the first 
place, 

Firmly entrenched and quite 
powerful structures dominate the 
First World economic picture. 
These structures cause in their 
relentless pursuit of power 
symbolized in money, a destructive 
system of overproduction and over- 


consumption, a system which direct- 


ly fosters "the hellish circle 
of poverty." 


by Peter DeMott 


The wholesale destruction of the 
environment which results from a 
heedless exploitation of those 
resources commanding a price in 
the market place has the net 
effect of killing the goose 
which is laying the golden egg 
of life. Witness our precarious 
teetering on the verge of annhit 
ation occasioned by the unchecked 
greed of our military-industrial 
complex. We can no longer per- 
mit an uncritical acceptance of 
this system, for the very future 
of humanity is at stake. Each 
of us must heed the call to 
action and make a commitment to 
the dismantling of the destruc- 
tive, life-denying features of 
the status quo, erecting in 
their place systems of love and 
interdependence, 

Such commitment will not be 
easy. It will consist, in es- 
sence, in a determined effort 
to eradicate elements--material, 
organizational, and cultural-- 
in our style of life which put 
us in positions of privilege and 
dominance. These efforts will 
flow from a study of justice 
and peace issues, responding 
faithfully to their demands. 
(The Des Moines Area Justice 
and Peace Center, Box 4551, 

Des Moines, IA 50306 is a good 
resource for such study.) It 
is, then, only through such a 
holistic handling of hospitality 


. that we can hope to eliminate 


the causes which produce the 
need for it. 


ert 
“—Regce 


Notes of a CDer 


by Tim Heller 


April 12, 1979 
Holy Thursday 

I stayed up quite late tonight 
reflecting, praying and reading 
a little. I have been reading 
from A Penny Copy, a collection 
of articles that have appeared 
in the Catholic Worker. Being 
a follower of Jesus (in the foot- 
steps of St. Francis of Assisi) I 
found an article entitled 'St. 
Francis and His: Revolution' to be 
of special interest to me. In it 
Robert Ludlow quotes Father Meyers: 
"St. Francis effected his revol- 
ution on an entirely different. 
field. To affect change he did 
not kill a single human being, 
he sequestered no a single person's 
property, closed not a single 
business, inaugurated no new bank- 
ing policy, initiated not a single 
repressive measure, wrote not a 
Single law into the codés of the 
day, indicted no political instru- 
ment," 

I also recall: what St. Francis 
himself said about voluntary pov- 
erty and the non-violent altern- 
ative: "If we had possessions, we 
Should also be forced to take up 
arms to protect them, since poss- 
essions are a cause of dispute and 
strife; and in.many ways we would 
be hindered from loving God and our 
neighbor. Therefore in this life 
we wish to have no temporal poss- 
essions." 

I find the strength and peace to 
live my non-violent lifestyle in 
the writings of Jesus and Francis. 
I know of no other way compatible 
with the teachings of Jesus. Those 
of us who choose to follow the Gos- 
pel in a radical manner are some- 
times quick to point out the social 
problems of our violent society 
without first examining our own 
day-to-day lives. Before we can 
expect to build a non-violent soc- 
lety we must live and act non-vio- 
lently with others: 


(Tim Heller was a member of the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker Com- 
munity until entering the sem- 
inary in Detroit) 


April 13, 1979 
Good Friday 

This morning I am feeling at 
peace with my decision to act on 


my conscience and commit civil dis- 


obedience at the Vought Army missile 


Plant this afternoon. After sev- 
eral weeks of prayer and serious 
reflection, I feel called to give 
my public witness against the war- 
mongers. As Peter put it when re- 
plying to the Sanhedrin, "Obed- 


-ience to God comes before obed- 


ience to men." (Acts 5:28) 

I played with the children who 
are living at the hospitality 
house and then helped with some 
cleaning. All the children 
seemed to be quite excited and 
filled with energy. So was I. 


Folks began arriving at Dav 


House around 11:00 a.m. to go out 
to the missile plant for the Good 
Friday prayer service. Others 
joined us at the plant. It rained 
all day out there. As soon as we 
arrived the rain stopped for a 
while. Over 100 people were there. 
The service began with spontan- 
eous prayer offered by many, fol- 
lowed by thereading of the Passion 
according to John. Then we had 
a meditation on the seven last 
words of Jesus. After these parts 
of the liturgy were completed, 
eight of us went under the 
fence of the plant (thus commit- 
ting civil disobedience) and pray- 


San 


ed the Way of. the Cross from a 
text which illustrated the way 
Jesus is crucified today in the 
arms race. ~ 

As we prayed each Station of the 
cross, we placed a three-foot wood 
cross into the ground, making a 
semi-circle of crosses inside the 
fence. After we finished praying 
all 14 stations, all eight of us 
were arrested. The arrests came 
only fifteen minutes after we had 
planned to leave the property, 


Those arrested were Peter 
and Mary West of Day House, a 
Bill Kellerman, a United Methodist 
minister of Detroit, Sue Johnson 
of Kingsley Inn, a Christian Com- 
munity in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
Veronica Reilly, a housewife and 
College student from the Detroit 
area, two high school Students and 
myself. After being booked, six 
of the eight arrested were releas- 
ed on personal recognizance, 
Peter and Bill chose not to co- 
operate so they went to Jars. 


April 14, 1979 
Holy Saturday 

Today we went to visit Peter 
and Bill at the Macomb County 
Jail. We had quite a lengthy 
waitonly to find out ¢ 
were limited to a four-name 
visitor list. 

After ledving the jail TI got 
a ride back to the Seminary. I 
received a mixed reaction from 
the others. One of my brothers 
asked me what I though we accom- 
plished by doing civil disobed- 
ence at the missile plant. 1T- 
told him I was not looking for 
concrete results, but wanted 
to give my witness against the 
arms race. Our action was to 


help raise local Consciousness 

on the issue. [I remembered what 

Thomas Merton wrote in his 

‘Letter to a Young Activist 

(Jim Forest, then at the Catholic 

Worker in New York): 
"Do not depend on results. 
When you are doing the sort 
of work you have taken on, 
essentially an apostolic 
work, you may have to race 
the fact that your work will 
be apparently worthless... 
As you get used to this idea, 
you start more and more to 
Concentrate not on the re- 
sults but on the value, the 
truth of the work itself... 
The real hope, then, is not 
in something we think we can 
do, but in God who is making 
Something good out of it in 
Some way we cannot BOG. ss” 


(The six cooperating defendants 
were given suspended Sentences 
of 10 days and $125, Peter and 
Bill were also Sentenced to time 
Served (18 days) -- Ed.) 


gay Pride in the Chitrch 


by Richard Cleaver 


This coming June 28 is the tenth 
anniversary of an important event 
in the history of gay people in 
America. On that day in 1969 the 
Storewall Rebellion began in in 
Grenwich Village, and since then, 
the lest week of June has been 
celebrated in the gay community 
as Gay Pride Week. So it seems 
an appropriate time to consider 
the witness of gays, and the place 
of that sensibility we call gay 
pride, in the life of the Mystical 
Body. 

The Stonewall Rebellion is so 
called because it was sparked by 
what was meant to be a routine 
raid on a gay bar called the Stone- 
wall Inn in New York. The plain- 
clothes police moved in on Satur- 
day mornirg shortly after mid-night 
and proceeded, as usual, to arrest 
beth patrons and employees. Rather 
than dispersing as expected, how- 
ever, the crowd re-formed outside 
the bar and blockaded the police | 
inside. The riot squad eventually 
arrived and dispersed the crowd 
with tear gas and clubs. For the 
next two days, people gathered at 
the Stonewall and each time the riot 
squad broke up the gatherings. By 
Sunday evening the atmosphere was 
generally calm. 

The resistance at the Stonewall 
was the first time gays had fought 
back against harassment, and the 
result was an exhilarating sense 
that, as one participant put it, 

"We didn't know we had it in us!" 
The rebellion was a small one, but 
it was the kind of mustard seed 
which(like Rosa Parks’) is :growing 
like a great tree. j 

Defining a complex of sensibil- 
ities like gay pride is difficult. 
The phrase "gay is proud" has re- 
sonances as manifold and varied as 
the phrase "black is beautiful". 
It describes a sense of solidar- 

itv among the gay people; a sense 
= Tee. af tha. cav 


point of views a sense of joy at 
being gay,of luxuriating in our 
God-given nature;a sense of being 
part ofa gay history, of unity with 
tre great gay women and men of ages 
and cultures; a sense of common 
oppression at the hands of the 
straight majority. 
It is with deep sorrow that gay 

Christians reflect that the churches 
have been among the leaders of 
that oppression. It is with even 
deeper sorrow, net unmixed with 


-anger, that gay Catholics note 


that the Church is still (with 
very few exceptions)in the fore- 
front of it. (I refer here to the 
Church not only in the sense of 
the hierarchy or the magisterium, 
but the whcle body of Christ.) 
Catholic Bishops have been some 
of the most effective and credi- 
ble campaigners against civil 
rights ordinances for gay people, 
or for the repeal of such ordin- 
ances where they exist. "The De- 
claration on Certain Questions 
Concerning Sexual Ethics" of Dec. 
1975, which represents the current 


teaching of the magisterium, makes 


gays second-class citizens in the 
Church. It is a narrow and unaccep- 
table document, but the pastoral 
requirements it lays down to 
achieve even such a limited status 
have not begun to be met by most 
clergy and congregations. 

There is no point in self-just- 
ifying arguments from gay Cath- 
olics about the right to be accept- 


-- ed as full members of the Mystic- 


‘al Body. When all is said and 
done, all of us put on Christ in 


baptism, and equally are redeemed 
by his Precious Blood. Instead, 
it would be proper to recall that, 
since gay people receive so cold 

a reception by the Mother Church, 
those that remain in her bosom do 
so from a sense of commitment to 
our common baptism so deep that it 


is not lightly to be spurned. 
There 1S a sense among gay Catho- 
lics that we have a Special wit- 
ness to bear in the Church, and 
Special gifts to share with other 


members of Christ's body, and that — 


the good God who made us 
ed us and gave us our pe ale age a 
ures has intended each of us to i 
fulfil a function in the eat 
of salvation. amar an 
There a number of issues 
se gay people are qualified 
y the nature of that sensibilit 
we call gay pride, to bear a i 
Special witness, Perhaps the most 
obvious is sexism and justice 
ee women in the Church, since 
ie Struggle against male domina- 
ion and the struggle against 
straight oppression are parts of 
a seamless whole. The questions 
of war and of violence in society 
ges Seen by many gays as related 
o that struggle, since America's 
ageressive stance in the world 
and the need to be Number One in 
weapons as in everything else 
which fans the immoral flames 
of the arms race, is part and 
parcel of the macho ethic which 


is used to justif 
y the oppr 
of gays and women, Yet Se Nl 


which is closel 
} ] yY connected 
a Situation, is that of io sie 
=| Re acy The same attempt 
Heine us leg nature of human 
ngs, an O recognize iit 
Coming from God and therfore Sted 
oo a of both oppression. 
: 
for ahs ale. compulsory celibacy 
In general, it 2an be i 
2 it c said 
fav varene like most bistclaece. 

v eveloped a new perce ij 
which often yields ert a 
eriuae ae to people more ident- 

fied with the status quo. And 
our Lord's persistent 4 dentifi- 
cation with outcasts of all kinds 
requires all Christians to try 
re develop this outsiders vision 
re ans wey or another if we are 

erstand J ' i 

iain e€sus" actions and 

Futhermore, proud 

gay men 

women can bear wvbhdee ca pte 


their self-acceptanc i 
gratitude to God fue the wie. 
of life and love. A gay perso 
can also be a model, every ah < 
ent, of that setting up oneself 
hee oe the demands of the world 
Rr rist asks of the people of 
Finally, that joyfu j 

tion of the Wholloheds meee 
beings, that delight in explo- 
ring the nooks and crannies of 
human nature, and that glad 
acceptance of an infinitely 
varied creation, all of which 
characterizes the proud gay 
Catholic, can act, by divine 
grace, as leaven in the whole 
lump of Christ's church, 
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black hills alliance. 


by Steve Marsden 
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— devdars 


I find myself in the midst 

ox a Kafka novel on an end- 
less thread that repeats it- 
self with every new sun. I'm 
asked the same question: "Are 
you a free person?" TI say, 
"Yes!", and then I'm locked 
up to repeat the process 
again anc again and again. 


I wrote this my third day in the 
Ian County Jail. I had been 
charged with trespassingat the 
Duane Arnold Energy Center, our 
state's only nuclear power 
plant. Throughout the booking 
process, I refused to tell the 
jailers my occupation and what 
grade of school I had completed, 
not feeling this information 
was pertinent to my being held 
in jail. I was told by them 
that I would "never" get out 
unless I gave them the infor- 

_. mation. I thought "never" was 
a long time and continued to 
refuse. Sunday morning we were 
all taken before a judge, pleaded 
innocent, and were released on 
our own recognizance. We re- 
turned to the jail to be pro- 
cessed out. I had thought the 
jailer's threats were merely a 
bluff, but when it came my 

turn to get out, they sat me 
down and asked me again what 


by Frank Cordaro 


grade of schocl I had completed. 
I told them that I was a reason- 
able man, and if they gave me a 
good reason why they needed to 
know, I would tell them. "It's 
part of our form....It's pro- 
cedure....Everyone gives ites... 
It's my job." Not Seeing the 
reasoning behind these answers I 
spent another day and night in 
jail. The next morning I was 
taken before a judge, pleaded 
innocent, and was given P.R, 

to the charge of interference 
with official acts. I was 

taken back to the jail processed 
out. Once again I was asked 

what grade of school I had com- 
pleted, and once again was given 
no good reasons and once again, 

I spent another day and night in 
jail. At this point I wrote the 
Statement quoted above, and began 
to feel that the jailer's threats 
might have some shade of truth to 
them. Early the following morn- 
ing I was sneaked out of the jail 
to the courthouse, taken before 

a judge, and again I pleaded in- 
nocent to yet another charge of 
interference and was given P.R. 

I was taken back to the jail. 
This time I was allowed to leave-- 
no questions asked. I returned 
home relieved and believing that 
those two extra days in jail were 
meant to teach me a lesson, but 
surely they would drop the charges. 
I was wrong. My trial on the 
charges of interference was set 
for May 11. Jack Kegel agreed to 
represent me. Jack is doing the 
larger trial of the Palo 13, and 
thought this would be good prac- 
tice, since the same judge and 
prosecutor were slated for my case 
as for the Palo 13. Normally I 
would not have taken the "legiti- 
mate course but Jack is a good man 
and the charges were so absurd 
that I thought I'd go along with 


Fritz Eichenberg 


the court charade. As it turned 
out, the ,jury trial lasted 21/2 
days. Jack beat the System at 
its own game. For the Simplest 
of misdemeanors, we had all the 
makings of a Perry Mason script. 
We had the pursuit of a secret 


document: the jail calenaar wnich 
eventually proved the jailers 
often forgot to get the education- 
al background of prisoners (espe- 
Clally drunks). Along with the 
jailer's excesses during my body 
search this showed that the jailer 
had picked me out as the leader 
because I had read the statement 
at the plant. We had possible 
perjury: jailer's stories would 
Change every day. We had mis- 
taken identitys one of the five 
deputies mistook my lawyer for me 
when asked to identify me; and 

I managed to get Fr. Jack Kiss- 
ling and Rev. Bob Cook to be 
character: witnesses. In the end 
the jury deliberated four hours 
and found me innocent. One juror 
was quoted as saying the jailers 
were nit-picking, and it should 
not have gone to trial. Amen! 

However I was then found in con- 

tempt of court because of my re- 
fusal to rise for the judge. A 
contempt hearing was set tor 
May 22 and what follows is 

the statement written and pre- 
sented by Keith Schrag in my 
defense and my own statement 

to the judge. The contempt 
hearing lasted an hour and a 
half. There were some great 
moments in this hearing such as 
Fr..Bob Beck's witnesses about 
the Catholic Worker movement, 
and the truth of personalism 
and freedom within the Catholic 
Church, and Jack Kegel's clos-' 
ing statement that included 

a reading from the Book of 
James. At the end of the hear- 
ing the judge decided to sit 

on it a while and promised to 
get back to us in a couple of 
days as to his final decision. 


(Continued on Next rage) 


1o ed. 


S$4O@tement 4 the Court by Frank Cordaro 


Friend, you have asked me here 


ta show cause why I should not be 
held in contempt of court for my 


refusal to stand when the bailiff 
asked all to rise. I have 
thought and prayed a great deal 
about how I might tell you why I 
have chosen to remain seated 
while most others stand at the 
baliff's command. 

I want you to know that my re- 
fusal to stand is not meant to 
affront you as a person. I have 
come to respect your manner and 
style in the role that you have 
taken on. You have demonstated 
that you are compassionate and 
fair minded, a person who tries 
not to disregerd the human ele- 
ment as you sit in judgement, 
For this.lam grateful, and I 
Salute you. 

But we are not here today be- 
cause of my respect or lack of 
respect for you. I am being 
charged with contempt of court, 
and it is to this that I would 
like to address myself. First 
and foremost, I want the court 
to know that I am a man of faith, 
a believer in Jesus the Christ. 
My faith is central to whatever 
I am doing or wherever I am. ui 
never stop being a faithful fol- 
lower of Jesus. He is my point 
of reference, my touchstone, 
whether I be at home at the Cath- 
olic Worker offering our house 
those in need or witnessing at 
the Duane Arnold Nuclear Plant. 

My allegiance to Jasus is part 
ofme even while held in your 
jails or commanded to be in your 
courts. It is my allegiance to 
Jesus the Christ from which all 
other allegiance stems. As St. 
Paul tells us in Romans ss ea 
human authority comes from God, 
and we are obligated to. obey and 
respect this authority. I know 
this to be true, but only to the 
extent that such authority im- 
pedes a just and loving society, 
that authority is to be resist- 
The tradition of the Old 


Testament prophets, of Jesus 
Himself, and of the early Church 
is rich with examples of indivi- 
duals who resisted misused auth- 
ority. My faith conviction com- 
pels me as I am drawn into the 
workings of this country's court 
System to resist it in some wey, 
Our court system is unjust; 
Caught up in institutional and 
Structural injustice. Our jails 
are filled with the poor and 
minorities of our society. 
to half of all the people in our 
jails have yet to be tried. Our 
bail system is a rich man's out. 
We are allowing the death pen- 
alty to creep back. "Why do we 
kill people to Stop people from 
killing people?" It ig our court 
system that sends the poor to 
jails to be recycled back into 
the society that keeps them poor 
and powerless. Jails do not re- 
form, they merely mirror the un- 
just society we live in, The 
courts are silent to the struc- 
tures and systems that keep peo- 
ple powerless to Change and re- 
form. Our courts pick and choge 
the issues that they wish to deal 
with. Major social issues are 
completely neglected. During the 
Vietnam War our courts remained 
mute to its legitimacy. After 
the war, our court systems re- 
mained mute again to the obvious 
war crimes and breach of inter- 
national laws and treaties. To- 
day our courts are silent once 
more as the arms race pushes us 
to the verge of human annihila- 
tion, and the nuclear power in- 
dustry threatens the quality of 
human life for all future gen- 
erations. Though remaining si- 
lent in the face of injustice is 
a type of crime in itself, our 
courts are not only silent. Our 
courts are actively used to pro- 
tect the unjust structures and 
systems that inflict suffering 
on our people. 


Close 


My appearance in this court is 
the third occasion on which I 3S 
have been arraigned by our jud- 
icial system. In the summer of 
1977 the courts in Washington, 

D.C. preferred to see me as a 
destroyer of property for my 
act of spilling blood on the Pent- 
agon pillars, a religious act ex- 
posing the Pentagon for what it 
really is--a waster of life. In- 
stead of calling the Pentagon to 
task for its continued murdering 
of the poor now with its misdir- 
ected use of human resources, 
technology, and money on weapons 
of war, I was found guilty of 
destroying property. In the 
spring of 1978 the courts of Jef- 
ferson County, Colorado, preferred 
to see me andmany others as tres- 
passers and obstructors of a pub- 
lic passage way for our attempts 
to block with our bodies the 
trains that supply Rocky Flats 
Nuclear Bomb Plant. This plant 
is owned by the United States 
government and operated by ; 
Rockwell International. At this 
plant dangerous radioactive ma- 
terials are processed for use as 
nuclear warheads, three more of 
which are used every day. Our 
legal and judicial system watches 
in passive idlenessas the mili- 
tary-industrial complex prepares 
our ultimate doom. When it opens 
its mouth to speak, it peevishly 
calls us trespassers. Last March 
a few of us from Iowa put our bod- 
ies on the line after all "legal 
channels proved to no avail to the 
many concerned citizens who pro- 
tested the reopening of the Duane 
Arnold Nuclear Power Plant right 
outside this city. The plant is 
an imminmt danger to this com- 
munity and the rest of the state. 

Yet we are being charged with cri- 

minal trespass. It is clear that 

our courts are in no position to 

be just, fair, and impartial. Our 

courts side with the powers that. 

be, more concerned with protecting 

profit and property than human 
ife. : 

“is I stated in the beginning, my 

point of reference is my faith in 


“esus whose father is the Cod of 
Justice, Love, and Liberation. It 
is from tiny faith perspective that 
I give my allegiance to human 


authority. It is,a matter of 
faith to me that our court sys- 
tem is not deserving of respect 
and allegiance. Whenever poss- 
ible, I try to avoid' the courts. 
When I am involved with them, 

as I have been the last few 
months, I try to think through 
my actions and words. Not 
standing at the baliffs;s com- 


mand is an opportunity for me 


to express my religious beliefs. 
The act of not standing in and 
of itself does not interrupt the 
due course of court. Though 
by my actions and words I have 
questioned the court system, I 
would like to remind the court 
that I am not here on my own 
free will but rather that I have 
been ordered here. I have not — 
come looking for e confrontation 
but I am here because I am 
forced to be. I would also 
like to remind the court that I 
have complied with all its 
other orders and dictates. I 
do not believe that I am a con- 
temptuous person. I am simply 
aman with deeply felt beliefs 
and convictions, not unlike 
most good citizens. I merely 
wish to enter and leave this 
court with my integrity intact. 
My hope and prayer is that the 
court does not see me as a tot- 
ally negative person who blames 
the courts for all injustices 
of our times. That is not my 
intent. What I would ask of 
the court today is not to be 
held in contempt but to recog- 
nize that we are all caught, 
persons and structures, in un- 
just systems that no one group 
or individual can totally make 
right. Everyone has a role to 
play, both courts and dissenters, 
in making our society more just. 
We are all part of the democra- 
tic process that is in the best 
traditions of our country. 
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Letter to the Lourt 


May 20, 1979 
To whom it may concern: 


refusal to stand when the judge 
was about to enter, Although 


Prank has grown up within the 
Roman Catholic tradition, his 
Spiritual heritage and life- 

Style represent that of the His- 
toric Peace Churches, both in his 
Commitment to social Justice and 
dying fo others, and in his wit- 
ness to injustice in regard to re- 
Spect for truth end humanity. 
Frank's action in the case in point 
1S one of many which demonstrate 
his Committment to a radical cbhe- 


Re: Frank Cordaro, Contempt of 
Court defense 


The refusal to stand in honor of 
the entry of.a "personage of pos- 
ition or status" is in the best 
of some of our long-standing rel- 
igious tradition. This rationale 
is based on the Spiritually. 
founded premise that all persons 
AAC ee oh ge of worth and dignity, 
wi none being mor 

than any Athan, Pee ate Within the Roman Catholic, Quaker, 
+0 be GonstPued ts imply disre- Mennonite, and other religious 
Spect. On the contrary, it is 
based on the awareness that all 
creatures are created by the 
Creator to by respected. There- 
fore, it is a denial of that cre- 
ated worth and dignity if only 
Some of those creatures are af- 
forded respect (standing, for ex- 
ample, when the judge enters the 


_May the Court choose to recog- 
nize this tradition, to see it 
as a religious conviction rather 
than a disrespect for a person or 
institution, and see the Spiritual 
basis for the action. My prayer is 
that the cause of justice and 
righteousness may be forwarded, not 
courtroom) while others are not. came’ aye Choices which this 
is a long-known Quaker tra- ae coe ed on to make this 
dition that one's hat would not day. The Lord grant us all courage 
be taken off when certain per- to be obedient, whatever the costs 
Sons passed. It is based on the we are called to bear. 
realization that all persons are 
of equal worth in the Sight of 
God. Mennonites are also sup- 
porters of the Biblical command- 
ment that we are not to be re- 
Spectors of persons. Nor are we 
to give preference of Place to 
persons of rank nor to bear ti- 
tles of prestige. These only 
Separate us from our sisters and 
brothers. Within the years of my 
experience in growing up a Menon- 
ite, I have seen and heard this 
principle applied many times. 
In my interaction with those of 
the Friends (Quakers) tradition, 
runnirg over more than.’twelve 
years, I have seen the princi 
ple, taught by George Fox and 
many of his spiritual children, 
reapplied many times. 
_Prank Cordaro has been charged 
12 with contempt of court for his 
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by Frank Cordaro 


whals 
happenin gy 


Ligutti Community Garden Project 


is off and growing. Close to fif- 
teen families are gardening two 
vacant lots across 8th street from 
Ligutti House. Most of the families 
are Southeast Asian folks from 
around the neighborhood. This 
collective effort is being coor- 
dinated by Mary Berg of the 
American Friends Service Commit- 
tee Hunger Project(and a member | 
of our extended community), some 
folks from the county extension 
service, and us. LeeAnn Irwin, 
who will be living and helping at 
the CW this summer, will be hired 
by AFSC on a CETA grant to work 
with the folks in the garden. We 
got help in plowing from Tom 
Brommel, of St. Mary's, Iowa, 
and we bought ten hoes and ten 
rakes with money donated be Fr. 
Ken Gross and the St. Ann's 
Mothers' Club of St. Anthony's 
parish. Eddy Polich is again taking 
care of our own garden across 
Indiana Ave. We will be surrounded 
by fruitful harvests this fall, 
God willing. "There is no unem- 
ployment on the land," Peter 
Maurin used to say; and there 
is also no lack of weeds, so 
feel free to come and work a few 
hours in the gardens. 

The Disarmament Education Task 
Force is starting in on its 
summer agenda. We are hoping to 
develop some mini-curricula for 
grade schools, high schools, and 
adults on nuclear weapons and power. 
This will be an important work and 
study time for the Task Force. We 
hope to make an impact this fall 


- on some of our schools and parishes. 


Anyone who wants to help in this 
effort can contact us at the 
Justice and Peace Center, 


A Task Force against the 


resumption of the draft has been 
formed in the city. Dan Clark of 


the Iowa Peace Network has been 
gathering the group, which has met 


twice so far. We are hoping to 
have a guest editorial in the Des 
Moines Register, and we are urging 
folks to contact. their representa- 
tives in” Washington now to let 
them know their feelings on the 
matter. If you're interested in 
working with the group, get 
ahold of Dan Clark of the Iowa 
Peace network, 4211 Grand Ave., 
Des Moines, 50312, 515-274-4851. 
The Marion Prison visit by 
Bishop Dingman and other religious 
leaders has been called off 
temporarily. The prison officials 
refused permission because "it 
just isn't done". The National 
Committee to Support the Marion 
Brothers is planning to have 
another religious delegation 
visit the control unit sometime in 
the future, this time with a 
larger and more broadly-based 
membership. Bishop Dingman will 
again be leading the group. 
Please write the Bishop a letter 
of affirmation for his part in 
exposing the Marion control unit. 
He needs to know that people 
support him in this kind of 
activity. If you're interested 


- in finding out more about 


Marion Prison, call us at the 
Justice and Peace Center. 


Jimmy Carter came to town 
May 4. Carter did not stay long 
(four hours)nor did we have much 
time to organize before his visit 
(two weeks). The Mobilization 
for Survival managed to get a 
hundred people out to greet him. 
The Ames Peace Network brought 
down the Trident monster for the 
occasion, and we all joined up 
with some Greenpeace folks on a 
cross-country walk, as well as 
with some protesting farmers 
from the American Agriculture 
movement. We were a strange 
collection of folks, but all 
enjoyed each other. Although 
Carter saw little if any of our 
action(he used "Nixon tactics" 
to avoid us), it was well worth 
the effort just to be together 
with other folks who have pressing 
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needs. We even combined our 
various slogans: "NO..NUKES! SAVE 


THE WHALES! FAMILY FARMS!" Evelyn 
Davis at Tiny Tots sent some pre- 
school parents to demonstrate with 
us against Carter's reduction in 
funds for day-care services. Folks 
are beginning to make the connec- 
tions between increases in Pentagon 
budgets and decreases in people 
budgets. Betty Goodnough, Helen 
Tichy and Joanne Bullard all got 
their picture in the paper. This 
was Betty's second time; her 
reputation from the arms bazaar 
must be following hert 

The Duane Arnold nuclear power 
plant drew close to 00 people 
to downtown Cedar Rapids last 
April 21. It was a beautiful day. 
There we? e speakers, music, a march 
from the park to the Iowa Electric 
building and finally a car and bike 
caravan to the plant itself. All 
went well and the state Mobe orga- 
nizers felt that it helped raise 
questions in many TIowans' minds 
about the safety of nuclear power. 
The Mobe is planning a nuclear 
power symposium in Cedar Rapids 
on June 2, and a march on June 3 
from the IE building to the Duane 
Arnold Energy Center, to be 
followed by a canvass of the town 
of Palo, two miles away. 

Non-violent direct action 
training and the formation of a 
Des Moines affinity group are 
being planned by the local Mobe. 
On Wednesday, May 30, at the AFSC 
office there will be a general 
overview of non-violent direct 
action, and the following night 
those wishing to be part of an 
ongoing affinity group from this 
area, to particiapate in future 
Mobe actions, will meet and plan. 

The Nestlé boycott has just 
begun to get organized in Des 
Moines. Rev. Sandy Charles has - 
been working with a local group 
of Presbyterians planning an 
action against the "Rusty Scupper" 
(a restaurant here owned by Nestlé). 
Betty Goo@nough will be the CW 
contact person on this. Help is 
welcome. 
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Frank has moved from the C.W. 
house to the Ligutti House. It 
took him 21/2 days to transfer his 
belongings from one house to the 
other. He misses the crying of 
babies early in the mornings, but 
he will try to adjust. 

Betty will soon depart for a 
two week vacation to visit her 
daughter. Betty needs a place to 
hide out, with all of her photo- 
graphs getting in the paper latelv. 

Peter is developing a cottage 
industry for us. He has construc- 
ted a homemade sandal, guaranteed 
to withstand long runs. He now 
needs to make the venture econom- 
ically viable. The first pair 
took him 40 labor-hours and 3 
major overhauls. 

Benny Bliss and Jim Barrett are 
still with us and giving us much 
needed help. Both of these gen- 
tlemen have given us and our 
guests fatherly wisdom and real 

shows of concern. It is a 
blessing to have them around 
the house. 

Donna. Henderson has come 
from Normal, Illinois, to 
spend 5 weeks. She is a 
great typist, just in time 
for this issue. She is plan- 
ing to go to law school this 
fall. With all our court time 
lately she is getting some 
practical experience. 

Eddy Polich is taking care 

of our garden. We will soon be 

knee-deep in weeds, but Eddy 

is a 2-year vetran of the gar- 

den so the weeds could not be 

in better hands. 

Steve Marsden comes in and 
out(so what's new?), but we 

are hoping that when the dust 

settles Steve will again be 

residing with us. 
in. will soon join 
us this summer after classes 

at Iowa State in Ames. She 

will be in Frank's old room 

(good luck with the crying 
babies! )and will be working with 
the Ligutti Community Garden 
Project. 


SUMMER WORK SHOPS 


Jonah House Community and 
friends have decided to spon- 
ser a series of summer sessions 
again this summer(it will be 
the fourth Year). For those of 
you familiar with the concept 
and structure of the summer 
sessions, we need only share 
with you the selected dates 
and place and invite you, if 
at all possible, to share in 
them this summer. 

1. from July 1-10 at 
St. Stephen & Incar- 
nation Church 
2. from August 1-10 at 
St. Stephen & Incar- 
nation Church 
3. From August 27-Sept- 
ember 5 at St. Stephen 
& Incarnation Church 
For those of you not famil- 
iar with the sessions - a few 
words of introduction and in- 
vitation. Several people from 
the immediate and wider commun- 
ity of Jonah House will work 
with each group(especially fac- 
ilitating the first days to- 
gether). The emphasis is on 
community-building toward non- 
violentresistance. Each group 
strives, with the help of the 
spirit, to grow into being a 
comminty - at least for the time 
it is together. Thus, in the 
first days of each session, peo- 
ple will usually spend much of 
their time in a process of life- 
eo ae etfs this is a 
ime in which the communit j 
to look hard at the rielene Pees 
threat and then to determine 
the individual and collective 
response to that threat. If an 


act of peace witness is decided, — 


the group moves into planning and 
preparation ‘for direct a tlen, 
then to execution and finally 
evaluation of Atif 5 
Facilitators will generally 
come into thegroup with a tenta+ 
tive framework covering the first 
few days. 
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The spirit in which’ we , 
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seek*to sponsor or to i 
these sessions is one eae 
and trust in the seriousness of 
people who come +0 look and re- 
Spond to the reality that sur- 
rounds us as honestly and faith- 
fully as they can. It is fair 

to say that we do have a hope 
that each group will engage in 
Some type of peace witness (vigil- 
ing, leafletting, bannering, etc) 
though zt Ts not 'a foregone con- : 
Clusion nor an expectation that 
hep re i gtles plan an action 

inclu ivi i 

gh sia de civil disobed- 

_ People are asked to let 

if they are coming and to Ne a 
session they can come, as well 

as to bring their personal effects 
(sleeping bags, towels, etc.) 

and some things to share with 
others - food items, ideas, 

hopes, and lives - perhaps in 
ae te order. We hope to see 

yo ou in i 

cle rker Phot ty eee ane 
ca Jonah House, Summer Sessi 
1933 Park Ave, Baltimore,MD, chee 
21217, with any questions or 
observations you may have. 


The Pacific Life Community will 


hold a five-day orientati 
gram from fucose fO-1s) thee 


workshops will follow a seri 

of fasts, vigils and civil “one 
obedience taking place from Au- 
gust 6-9 at Lockheed's facility 
near SanJose, California, where 
the Trident missile is manufactur- 
ed. Activities planned for the 
five-day program include study- 
ing the Biblical roots of resigs- 


. tance, examining personal life- 


styles, working at a Catholi 
Worker house of ROesERet ity, aia 
participating in a non-violent 
‘direct action. A donation to 
cover expenses is requested. 
For*more* information contact the 


' San Jose Catholic Worker, 336 


North Second Street, § 
Balirornia Offfs0 15 
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